Source of material
The title compound, as a mixture of isomers, was prepared from the reaction between di-tert-butyl peroxide and N-benzoylalanine methyl ester in accord with literature methods [1, 2] . These were separated [3] and the analysed crystallographically to determine the structure of the particular isomer. Colourless crystals of the dl-isomer were obtained from the crystallisation of an ethyl acetate/hexane solution of the compound (mp 421.5 K -424 K).
Discussion
The molecule is centrosymmetric about the C2-C2
i bond with d(C2-C2 i ) = 1.566(4) A; i: -x, 1-y, 1-z. Significant elongation of the central bond was sought as a result of strain and stability of the product radicals that would form through bond scission but, this was not found in this structure nor in that of the meso isomer [4] . 
